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7 9 does not diſtribute his Favours to the S 
of Men without Diſtinction, but paſſes an impartial 
judgment upon all their Actions, before he reſolves 
to Reward or Puniſh. Though he may not Le 
deal. with the Righteous according to the Opinion 


Act aceording to the Principles of Juſtice and Equity, 
and ſhew a particular Regard: to the Perſons and Au- 

- thority of religious Princes, unleſs by the Sins of 
the People he. is provoked to deſtroy their King. 
This we find exemplifyed in the * of thoſe 
wicked Men who ruled over Iſrael ; they were ſuc- 
ceſſively puniſhed for their Iniquity, their Lives and 

- their 4 5 ſhortened by the Hands of their Ene- 

mies ; whilſt thoſe who lived in Obedience to God's 

Laws, were couſtantly protected by him, and their 

Thrones attended by his Guardian Angels. And this 

he did to a — — that as he is the Creator of 

all Things, he can dif; poſe of them according to his 
| Pleaſure ; as he is Judge of all Men, he will Act ac- 
cording unto Right. Thoſe whom he puts down, 

muſt. acknowledge his Juſtice ; and thoſe: whom ws 5 

ſets up, muſt adore his Goodneſs... 38118 
When our Saviour obſerved, that Gwe Reaphe'l in 

his time were over ſollicitous abeut the Affairs of 

this World, and truſted rather to their own Care 
and Induſtry, than the Divine Beneſicence; he 
checks their unreaſonable Diſquiet, by aſſuring them, 
that the moſt minute Things in Nature are not hid 


47 to male their 1 far Superi 


nary manner, 4. ior ta 


not * 0 the Ground Eo 2 


does 


they have of their own Merit; yet he will always = 


from his All-ſceing Eye; and, if, as he argues, («) GL Lak. 
God clothes the Lilies of the Held in ſuch an extraordi- 3 7 


that of Solomon in all his Glory 3 (0 J 2 ee does (5) Matt. a 
lowance. 5 9 he 10. 29, 30 
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Hare of our Head t0-go 8 . 


it is utterly impoſſible any Man who is a fincere | 


Member of the Chriſtian Church, - ſhould believe 
God' s Power is under any Limitation, but that 
Secondly, It extends to Kingdoms and Empires, as 


5 woll as Things of an inferior Nature. And here let 
it be remembered, that under this Head I am upon 
_ Chriſtian principles, to account for- ſome. of the moſt 


remarkable Changes of Government; which hap- 


pened in the laſt Century. 


That abfolute anus uy 6 God! das over us, and 
that indiſputable Right he has to govern us, make 


the Scriptures frequently reſolve all Acts of his Pow- 


er, into fo many Acts of his Will, and won't allow. 


us to ſeek: for any other Caufe ;. the Pleaſure of Al. 


_ mighty God being ſufficient to take away all Scruples 


which may ariſe in Men's Minds, who have any Idea 


of his Eſſence or Attributes, for as he is Infinite in 


Juſtice and Wiſdom, ſo every Act of his muſt exact- 
ly agree with both thoſe Attributes, and will conſe- 

—— give full Satisfaction to all thoſe who think 
— obliged hy Conſcience and Religion, to 
ſubmit to his — Or if any ſhould impiouſſy 


aſſume that Pewer to themſelves, which originally 


- appertains to God, and profanely glory in their 


temporal Wealth or Grandeur, he may compel them 


by his Judgments to on his Authority, and make 


(a) Dan. 


4- 35. 


— 3 what Og” — Tis 


35 Inhabitants of the Earth: are reputed as nothing 


pariſon of God ; and that he doth accor 
z all the 


the ſame Declaration | Nebuchadnezzar did after his 
Underſtanding returned unto him: (2) That al the 
Com- 
ding 10 bis Wil 
Army of "haven, and among the." Imhubitunt! 
of the "Earth; and none can - ft i or ſay 


inherent”. Right 
&@ to 


P 


| p-" — 
( = io aifpoſe of) They: the Diminims, 2 ery (96 Col. 1 
 Hies and Powers, whether they be Viſible or Inviſthle, in 
Heaven or in Earth; to put down, and- to ſet up 
whomſoever he pleaſes.” © 5 | 
Notwithſtanding the poſitive Deelestion here 
| made, and many more to the fame purpoſe in the 
Holy Scriptures; new Notions have been ſtarted, 
and schemes of Government never known to this 
Nation, tilf the unhappy Subverſion of Monarehy . a | 
the Martyrdom of the beſt of Kings, have been vigo- 4 
rouſly defended: Government it ſelf has been ealſed 4 
a mere Humane Inſtitution; not the Ordinance of 
God, but of Man: Kings, "who are undoubtedly 
God's Vice-gerents, are ſaid to receive their Power 
from the People, and upon any Miſcarriage in their 
Office, made liable to be puniſhed; as to them ſhalt 
ſeem meet and —— To ſupport theſe Opini- 
ons, they would perſuade us, that the Doctrines 
taught by St. Paul in the 1 3th of the Ronan, and 
By St. Peter in the 24 Chapter of his firſt Epiſtle, 
| es either ContradiQory one to the other, or that 
the latter of theſe great Apoſtles intends to explain 
the meaning of the former, and from thence they 
would willingly reſolve the Power of the Prince into 
the Hands of the People. But this Miſtake will eaſily 
be cleared to thoſe who will impartially conſider, 
chat the Apoſtles ſpeak of Magiſtraey in different 
Reſpects; the one having an immediate Regard to 
__ i original Inſtitution, does with very great Reaſon - 
call it the Ordinance of God ; beeauſe- all Terreſtrial ' 
Power is derived from him; and u Perſon-was ever 
Vet inveſted with the Government of a Nation; bat © 
be owed his Authority either to Gods Perm 9 
| ET The: — calls iethe-Ordinance 
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WOO er becauſetii it was exereiſod Among Men, 


2 
2 


Was deligned and ĩinſtituted by the God of Order, for 


the Peace, Welfare, and common Benefit of all So- 


 Cieties.z or elſe, becauſe the Governour was a Subor- 
dinate "Magiſtrate, received: his Commiſhon immedi- 
ately from the Favour of the Emperor, and upon 
that Seore may be ſaid to be a Humane Ordinance. 
Theſe Conſiderations joined with the particular 
Charge he gives the diſperſed Jem, to flibmit to all 
that were in Authority, Whether it were to the King 
as Supreme, or unto. Governonrs, as to them who 
were ſent by bim, ſeem. ſufficient to ſatisfy all rea- 
ſonable Chriſtians of the: intemion: of the ny Apo- 
ſtle. Beſides, 
The utter Averſio on che Jews had to Subdzeckon in 
general, the Rebellion they were at that very Time 


contriving, the exceſſive Regard they had to Liberty 


and Property, which could not poſſibly be ſecured 
as they thought, but by N the Eſtabliſhed 


Government, made St. Peter take ſo much Care of 


thoſe he had converted to the Chriſtian Faith, leſt 
by the Inſinuations of their old Friends, and the Pre- 
judices which were fixed in them by the Traditions 
of the Elders, they might be drawn into the Sin of 
Rebellion, and bring a laſting Scandal on themſelves, 
and their Holy Religion. 

Conſcious was be of the Guilt hi had contracted 
by his intemperate Zeal, the unwarrantable Reſiſtance. 
he formerly made to the Civil Magiſtrate, and the 
ſharp Rebuke he received from his dear Lord for it "2 
and. 5 that Reaſon reſolves to make the beſt At- 
taonement he eould for his paſt Miſcarriage, and by 
his Doctrine prevent thoſe he had converted from 
Slog} into the like * Error. He was fully 


4e e ſitisfyed, 
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farisfyed, that the Powers, though Pager, were or. 
dained of OQod ; that the Ends of his Providence are 7 
fully anſwered by the worſt of Princes; that Tyrants i 
and Uſurpers are many Times ſent as a Scourge to | 
an impious Nation. when by a long continuance in 
Sins of the blackeſt Nature, the Inhabitants provoke 
God to ſhew his jaſt Indignation againſt them. It is 
not then to be expected, that he ſhould be the im- 
mediate Executioner of his o] Judgments; no, he 
frequently appoints other Inſtruments for that pur- 
poſe. Sometimes he ſuffers the Government to be 
ſhocked by Civil Wars, and inteſtine Commotions; 
at other Times he permits the moſt monſtrons Re: 
bellions to be Proſperous, or foreigu Invaſions to be 
Succeſsful; and thap.to complete their Temporal Ca. 
lamities, (2) et he that hate ther, to rule over (4) Lev. 


then. But, the ſevereſt Effect of | God's Diſpleaſure, 26. 17. 
is the Deſtruction of the true Religion; when Her 
Ordinances are lighted, Her Miniſters contemned. 
Sehiſins encouraged, Hereſes connived at, and the. 
Orthodox Faith utterly diſcountenanced. Such hass 
too often been the miſerable Fate of this Kingdom. 

But I know not by what Infatuation, we have been 

always blind to our Misfortunes, and through an 
unaccountable Supinene ft could never ſee ; our oCẽn 
Danger, till we were ready for Ruin, could never 

be made apprehenſive, of God's Judgments, till we 
were ripe for the Execution of them. This was too 
evident, when peri, and driven out of our + 


4 


Churches by Hypocriſy, and Fraud was bartered for 
Juſtice; when Rebellion paſt for Loyalty," and Treaſon 
for Allegiance 3, when an Afftont put upon the Crows, . 
. was eſteemed a meritorious Act towards God, and 
inlulting his Vice. gerent was doing Honour to their 
e 5 | f 5 : Dh Creator. | 
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Calamities upon us, as nothing but Anarchy, Confu- 


at laſt. together with the Power, the very Form of 
'Godlineſy was utterly loſt. That Art which had been 
"ſo highly advantageous to them, till the People 
were cajoled into their Intereſt, was laid aſide ; when 
they had got the Wealth and Power of the Nation 


Iniquity rode in Triumph, till all was completed in 
the Myrder of our King and Monarchy, the entire 
Diſſolution of the Eftebliſhed Government, and the 
ſetting up of Tyrarny in ſever Degrees, and ſun- 
dry Kinds of Forms; fach as the Tſraclites themſelves 
ſcarcely ever felt, either in Egypt or. Babylon. _ 
When we had taſted the Severity of God's Judg- 
ments, and drank plentifully of the Vials of his 
Wrathz when after a long Series of War and Deſola- 
"tion, we were made ſenſible of the Power of thoſe 
Men, who would not ſuffer. Biſhops to lord it. over 
: God's Heritag e, nor his. Anointed to the Sword. « 
Juſtice z — they had. ſhewed with how 8 
-Barbarity-they could wield the Rod of lron, 
| Ire the dey 2 8 with how ite 
poor F 99 — Clergy were haraſſed, jr 
ted ; (4) How part ef the People Fl 
| 4 and part were ſcattered into 1 the. 
till we bee T; 
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ane Reproach, and a; Taunt, exInſtrugion, 


and an Aſtonilbment vnto tbe Nations that are round 
about . Then was God 1 in Wragh to re- 


r. Merey, 200 by rang te Choc 4 
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PE DC Theſe horrible Crimes brought ſuch = 


-fion, and every evil Work could poſſibiy produce. 
The Church was rent in Pieces by Scoiſmr, SeFaries 
of all Kinds tolerated,. the moſt cee Novelties 
ſtarted, the true Religion barbarouſly perſecuted, and 


into their Hands, Villany appeared Bare-faced; and 
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Ji Judgments, by Perſetntion, T & rg and Opp: 
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Juadgments, made them bow the Toftrunitere 'of „ ; 
Mercy, and by their happy Diviſions carried bh the = 
| 4 n id the true Neltgia. 7 "44 
It is Igel any Man O is Segusntsd 1 with - 


ondtion'of the Royal Funitly, Anh in it of * 5 | 5 


_ Hiſtory of —_ Times, and the Chatackets of we? 


thoſe Men 
ſhould ever Ly they wt ad 


need to it for their 


on Righteouſneſs ; to, (4) it For "fir the Tranſgrelſt- on "our 


on of the Land, phat the Printe thereof were muy; for ** 
when they had by their IgA Proceedings, their . 


fon,” accompliſhed the Deligns o Juſt Omnipo: | 
tent God, in the Puniſhment of 1 Bifgbeent - 
profligate Nation, then was he graciouſly pleaſed 0 
turn again the Captivity. of Zis; whillt we ſtocd 
amazed at the wonderful Act, and looked like a Peo- 
ple who rather thought it 2 Dream than a Reality, 
and have ever ſince neglected to make that 5 A 
religions Uſe of it, Which ſo. ineftii E 
 deſervedly demands. The Reſfor at 0 
inthe' R e LING 
the Eftabiiſomen uſtier in 'a Le eauitab 
Way . . ee * to Het 4711 2 
and. Her Sora to thei hewful Neben, of the Piople 5 
then Riph12, and the King te A Phrbdarive 55 me 
gereist Blefings we this Day commemor' te.” bo: = 
ſo extraordinary in themfelves, fo unpiralleſiedih 
their Conſequendes, that 7m Sue rea re 
our. Gratitude int fuen a . | 
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our Devotions, and Innocence our Feaſts ; let not 
a auſpicious Day be profaned by Exceſs 8 Riot, 
nor the irregular Obſervation of it give the Enemy 
cauſe to ridicule and blaſ pheme it, to turn that into 
Scoff and Merriment, which ought to ie: ſolemnized 
with Gravity and Devotion. 
How it comes to paſs, I know not, but he, e. 
ven of our own Communion, have thought it high 


Time to lay afide that Faſt which was Occaſioned by 


Ty > 8 * 
* 4 VU 
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dur Miſeries, and this Feſtival which received its In- 
ſtitution from the Reſtoration of our Peace and Pro ; 
fperity ; upon a Suppoſition, that they miniſter only 
to Strife and Debate, to Envy, and Contention, In: 
deed I ſhould gladly join with them in this, could 
they give us any tolerable Aſſurance, that the Sin 
were ſufficiently attoned for, or that the Enemies of 
our Church and Conſtitution had laid aſide thoſe Prin- 
Aiples, which were the real Cauſe of all our Woes. 
But, when inſtead of that, we ſee the old Factious 
Principles revived, and improved, the Law fulneſs of 
Reſiſtance vigorouſly aſſerted, nay, made a neceſſary 
Chriſtian Duty; it is impoſſible to. render them ſo 
truly odious in the Eyes of the People, as the Nature 
of the Crimes deſerves: All that we can do, is to guard 
them from ſuch abominable Opinions, as are abhorred 
by God, and all good Men ; and on the eontraty to 
cultivate. the Duties of Loyalty, and Obedience; fince 
none can break through them, without doing Diſho- 
nour to God, while he affronts the Power which he 


- hath ſet up; and we well know, That u Man cam 


5% . h Hand againſt the, Lord: « Ain do and 
gniltleſs,. +. 


Permit me now to draw. one Taference from hat 
has been ſaid, which ſeems 7 to this Day's So- 
7 ag well a n y in the * Age, and 
* clpeclally 


Wiſe, that they could not be deceived, and ſo per- 


7 * 
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: by oeciatly, at this: Jan&ure; when nothing can 2 6 
fotu ally ſettle Peace, at Home, as a Religious Senſe, 
and a Conſcientious Performance of our 9 3 and | 
„ ſhall. then conclude. F 


If the Portion of Seriptüpe upon which I have. dib. 0 


courſed, and the Doctrine ad va need from i it, be true; 3 


if God, as Judge, puts down one, and ſets up another 4 


ik the Powers'which be, are ae God, and are 
immediately commiſſioned by him; if the greateſt Mo- 


narch on Earth receives his Deputation from Heaven, 


and has no Authority but what is communicated to 
him from the Supreme Governour of the Univerſe; 
then will it naturally follow, that Obedience is the 
leaſt Tribute his Subjects can pay him; if not out of 
a Reſpect to his Perſon, yet out of a Religious Defe- 
' rence to the God he repreſents; ; leſt they be found to 
deſpiſe him in the Perſon of the Magiſtrate, and provoke 
him to execute the Vengeance due to their Contempt. 


Could we ſuppoſe Kings infallible, ſo perfectly 


fectly Good, that they would not attempt any thing 


that ſhould: look like an Infringement of the Rights 
and Properties of their People, require nothing Con- 
trary to the Laws of God, and their Country; then 
would it be no hard Matter to ſtate the Meaſures f 
Obedience to the Civil Magiſtrates. ' But fince the 
are liable to the ſame Infirmities, and conſequentliy to EO 
te ſame Miſtakes as other Men; ſinee they may be 
impoſed on themſelves, and may impoſe Things upon 
their Subjects, deſtructive to the Peace and Welfare of 
the Nation ; prejudicial, if not abſolutely repugnant 

to our Holy Religion, and may by Perſecution endea- 
vonr to force that Obedience they cannot lawfully 700 
Command: (4) In that Caſe, we uſt obey God rather la) ats 7 
| On Se W our 1 . ard 223 29, 41 
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ur greate Glory. to* ſuffer Shame for the Naw 0 7 
WE, Tt” may indeed by Entreaties, 125 5 
PpPerſwalſons, Arguments, or any other peaceable Me- 
thods, endeavour to obtain a Redreſs of Grievances; 
. but when all the Legal Ways prove incffeQual, we 
muſt not then imitate the Examples of the Modern 
Enthufiaſts, do that by Force, which cannot be ob- 
tained by Entreaty; but the Orthodox Chriſtians muſt 
be our Patterns, who in all Ages of the Church pati- 
ently ſubmitted, when they could not actively obey; 
thereby owning the Power, thobgh abuſed in the welt 
barbarous tyrannical Manner, to be from God, lea- 
ving the Revenge of all their Wrongs to him that 
| judges Righteoully. They could not endure the 
| 1 0 ught. os. aſſerting their Liberty, or defending their- 
_— by Arms or Violence; Reſiſtance of the Law- 
Rel overeign, being a Tenet utterly abhorred, and u- 
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ö Wel condemned, both 1 in the Eaſtern and Weſtern: 
ches. 
5 2 thoſe who oaks. FOR diſlike, Or: pptiſe this 
Doctrine, examine, our Saviour's Conduct while he ſo- 
journed here on Earth, and they will find it ratified? 
in exexy Inſtance, where the Power of the Civil Ma- 
gam is concerned, even from his Birth to his Death, 
rom. the Manger to the Sepulcher. (a) When Tribute 
. was demanded of him, leaſt he ſhould offend; by his 
_ Refyſal encourage the Peopleito do the ſame, and by 
that means. foment a Diſturbance amongſt them, he 
e ee pay that Debt to the State his 
o Circumſtances, and thoſe of his Apoſtles 
_ reel Him atboridy: -anable..to-difcharge; When 
4: m i ew dians _ hora en FL oO, . 
| TY 1 80 moxja * . ad WS I . 
3% 1%, ad mn, iet it was lewul to 
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; 7 or pin: He Men Une Exceptiviy mA 
People, Who were under the Influence of his Doctrine, 
To render to Ceſar, the Things which are Ceſars. (80 (a) Matt. 
When he was betrayed by Wale treacherous Diſciple 25: 50,52. 
Judas, and ᷑ould have commanded twelve Legions of 
Angels to reſcue him from the Hands of bis Enemies; 

yet rather than he would be guilty. of ſuch an hein- 
ous Crime, as to oppoſe the Civil Magiſtrate. he pati- 
ently reſions himſelf to their Will, and rebukes Perer- 
for his Reli ſtance, though it was made in Defenſe of 

injured Innocence, bis Religion, and his God. If ever it 

had been j akifiable, it 3 certainly have been ſo in 
this Caſe, and ſurely none ſo able to determine 1 
Point, as the Author of our Faith, and the Founder 

of our Religion; but notwithſtanding theſe popular 
and plauſible Pretenſes which might have been made 
uſe of then, as well as in After-ages ; in the Tragi- 
of = of His Life: (bY He acknowledges the Power () Joh. 
of Pilate to beftom above, thougli he then lay under 19. 11. 
an unjaſt Condemnation, and behaved himſelf win 
Meekneſs and Submiſſion ; (c) leaving , an Eæample, (e) 1 bet. 
that we ſhbuld* follow his Steps: And if God be for us 2 21. 
in his DoMfine- and Example; im liis Words and Akti- 
ons, who can, who dares be againſt us? | 
This was exactly tranſcribed by the Holy Apoſties: 

St; Peter. requires (4) Submiſſion for the Lord's ſake ; (0) i pet. 
and St. Paul & commands Obtdience upon pain 4 He 3. 
Daernation. And if any Humane Authortty- cod in- 
creaſe the Value of the Sacred Otacles; or make the 
Doctrine e them more efficactous; weſhall © 
fmd nothin been: in that Refßect, that 
could 1 or Energy to them: For it has beer 
confirmed er Rte r —— Apologi r, R 
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ting gs of thoſe Perſons: who now oppoſe it. Upon 


what Views they altered.their Opinions, I know not; 


but this I believe will be the Doctrine of the Church of 


Chriſt, as long as his Goſpel laſts, which, muſt be till 


O ark the. general Diſſolut ion of all Things, (a) Heaven and 
13. 3t* Farth ſhall paſs away: but hit Mord ſhall not paſs away. 
It being hence evident, that the Primitive Chriſtiaus 


thought Obedience, or Submiſſion, even'to Nero, the 


-moſt. barbarous Prince, and moſt inhuman: 4 Þ yrant, a 


Duty ſo far-incumbent upon them, that nothing could 


cancel or aboliſh it. How highly culpable muſt thoſe 
People be in the Sight of God, and all good Men, who 
are ſo uneaſy under the preſent Adminiſtration, that 
they induſtriouſly oppoſe thoſe very Meaſures, which 


immediately tend to the eaſe of the Subject, and the 
Security of their Prince. If we examine their Words 
and Actions, which have always been eſteemed the 


beſt. Expoſitors of Men's Minds ; we may, without a 
Breach of Charity, conclude, they have no other De- 


ſign than to embarras Affairs, foment the preſent Di- 
viſions, and enflame the Nation. For tis plain, they 


cannot be prevailed upon by Reaſon, Grmitude, or 


the common Intereſt of the Nation, to forbear their 


reſtteſs:Endeavours, and lay aſide their contumacious 


% 


Behaviour: But in downright Defiance of Lam and 


jay (Goſpel, Subſcriptions and Oaths,. endeavour to under- 


| mine our. Conſtitution, and to Ruin the beſt Eftabliſh- | 


ed Government in the World. Should thoſe who 51 
an uncommon Aſſurance, have vindicated the L 


vg of Reſiſtance, and ſounded aloud the Trumpet of | 
Rebellion, accompliſh their wicked and ambitious Ends, 
Iam ſure none could hope to fare well upon the 


Change, but the |i»vpious Tools of the Party, who 


| — ee be ee to * ee 


N wn * 
* 4 ; * 3 . 
* 


mon Calamities, and how-great thoſe will be where 
War and Deſolation Reign, none can ſo well tell. as 
thoſe that have, and ſtill do feel them. Pray God 
this may never be our Caſe; and that neither we our 
felves, nor · diſtant Poſterity may ever feel the miſe- 


. rable Effects of them. 


Tho' this Doctrine will be ungrateful to ſome Peo- 
pls, till they can have the Government modelled ac- 
cording to their own Fancy; and to others, till they 
can get it entirely to themſelves, or be made Princi- 
pals in the Adminiſtration of it; yet, I am ſure, du- 
ring Her: Majeſties Aufpicions and merciful Reign, no 
good Subject, or true Son of the Church of England, 
will ever ſhew any uneaſyneſs at it. The great Deſire 


She has always ſhewed to reward Merit, to puniſh Vice, 


to relieve the injared at Homeè, and to defend the op- 


preſſed Abroad, to promote piety by Her Practice, and 


Religion by Her Example; theſe excellent Virtzes, 


joined with the great Zeal She has always expreſſed i 
for the Eſtabliſned Church, and the Compaſſzor She - 
has ſhewed to thoſe who diſſent from us, are enough 


not only to ſatisfy Her Friends of the Sincerity of 
Her Intentions ; 


And now fince we are bleſſed wit 


Stop to the unneceſſary Conſi umption 


further Inconveniences, by ſuch a Secure, Lifting; and 
Honourable Peace, as —_ not only be the Joy of the 


Britiſh — but of the hole rin Weld: "EEE, 
das 


ut reconcife Her moſt implacable A 
Enemies to Her Perſ6n and Government. 

ſuch an excel EN 
lei Prince, and the Perſons ſhe has made Choice of 
to adviſe Her in theſe Times of Difficulty and Peril, 
ſeem truly Zealous to promote the. Welfare of their 
8 and labour earneſtly. to put-a ſeaſonable 
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-and the powerful. Invader himſelf ſoon after flain 
by the Hands of his two Sons in the Temple of. 
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Interpreters ſuppoſe, of the De- 
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